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SECRET CARACAS 12709 

NODIS 

FOR ARA SHLAUDEMAN AND LUERS ONLY 

E.O. 11652: XGDS 1 AND 2 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, VE 

SUBJECT: JUAN DEONIS' CONVERSATION WITH THE PRESIDENT 
REF: CARACAS 12669 

1 . NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT, JUAN DEONIS, 

TOLD ME THIS MORNING THAT ON MONDAY EVENING HE HAD 
BEEN SUMMONED BY THE PRESIDENT WHO COMPLAINED BITTERLY 
ABOUT THE BINDER ARTICLE (REFTEL). THE PRESIDENT WAS 
UPSET OVER BOTH THE ACCUSATION THAT HE HAD LINKS 
TO PINOCHET AND THE REFERENCE TO AN FBI REPORT THAT 
HE HAD MET WITH BOSCH. DEONIS SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT 
DENIED BOTH THINGS AND SAID THAT THE NEW YORK TIMES 
OUGHT TO PRINT A RETRACTION. DEONIS SAID HE WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO CABLE NEW YORK THAT THE PRESIDENT WANTED 
THEM TO PRINT A RETRACTION IF THE PRESIDENT FLATLY 
DENIED THE REPORT. CAP DEMURRED AND REPEATED HIS 
DISPLEASURE OVER A PRESTIGIOUS NEWSPAPER PRINTING THESE 
STORIES. 

2. DEONIS SAID HE WAS SUMMONED BACK ON TUESDAY 
AND WENT THROUGH ANOTHER TIRADE IN WHICH THE 
PRESIDENT NOTED THAT NOT ONLY WAS THERE NO RETRACTION 
BUT THAT THE USG HAD MADE NO STATEMENT. THE PRESIDENT 
SAID THAT HE HAD TO REACT IN SOME WAY IF NOTHING 
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WERE SAID IN THE FUTURE, AND THAT MAYBE HE OUGHT 
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TO PNG JOE LEO. DEONIS SAID HE WANTED TO TELL ME 
ABOUT THIS BECAUSE HE DID NOT KNOW HOW SERIOUS OR 
IMPORTANT IT WAS. 

3. I TOLD DEONIS OFF-THE-RECORD RPT OFF-THE-RECORD 
THAT I WAS AWARE OF THE PRESIDENT'S UNHAPPINESS 
BECAUSE THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAD TOLD ME. I SAID 

I HAD TOLD THE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT I DID NOT KNOW 
IF SUCH AN FBI REPORT EXISTED BUT THAT I COULD 
ASSURE HIM THAT JOE LEO HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. 

I SAID THAT THERE WAS NO INDICATION TO ME THAT THEY 
WERE SO UPSET THAT THE GOV WOULD TAKE SUCH DRASTIC 
ACTION AS TO PNG JOE LEO. 

4. I ASKED DEONIS WHY BINDER WOULD CITE 
SOMETHING AS AN FBI REPORT. HE SAID HE COULD 

NOT UNDERSTAND IT HIMSELF BECAUSE ONE DOES NOT NORMALLY 
SPECIFICALLY ATTRIBUTE THIS SORT OF INFORMATION. 

VAKY 
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